March 13, 2009

Friday Reading

The Church’s terrestrial song is an echo here of the celestial hymn. She lives on earth, but she sings of Heaven. In a world intent on the here and now, she points to the then and there. in a world consumed with things below, she longs for the things above.

“For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body, by the power that enables Him even to subject all things to Himself.” (Philippians 3:18-21)

Yet the Church is not so heavenly minded that she is of no earthly good. For her mission in this world is the mission of the Father in Heaven. “As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you” said Jesus to His disciples (John 20:21). And so it has always been in Christ’s Church. Rescue leads to praise, and praise to rescue. Liturgy always empowers mission, and mission always leads back to liturgy.

There is no separating the liturgical life of the Church from the mission of the Church; they are organically one piece. The two find common nourishment in the incarnate flesh of Jesus Christ who is our life. As the Father sent Him, so He sends His Church, cleansing her by water and the Spirit to be His holy bride. And so, for as long as she is in this dying world, the Church proclaims her heavenly Husband’s life-giving invitation

“The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.” (Revelation 22:17)

Here on earth the Church’s song is part of Christ’s heavenly mission. She proclaims the life that comes from the Father through the Son in the power of the Spirit, and she sings her praise in the Spirit through the Son back to the Father. And so in earthly tongues she sings the songs of Heaven. The Church sings continually here on earth the distant, triumphant song of those whose rest is won. And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong; for in that song the Lord causes His majestic voice to be heard. And there is gladness of heart once more.

For the Church’s song is her testimony in this dying world to her living Lord and the Life that is in Him alone. The Church’s song is as old as creation, when “the morning stars sang together and al the angels shouted for joy” (Job 38:7). It is the song of Moses at the Sea: “I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted. The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea” (Exodus 15:1).

And yet that song, no matter how old, is forever new. The Church’s song is a foretaste of the eternal wedding banquet, where death and night are no more, and forever and ever the angels and archangels and all the company of Heaven join in ceaseless praise, singing the song of the Lamb: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing” (Revelation 5:12).

There is life in that song; for there is life in the Lamb.

Harold Senkbeil, Dying to Live – The Power of Forgiveness, pages 135-136

Prayers

Collect for Lent 3

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
For Joy in the Family

Heavenly Father, without Your Son as the cornerstone, those who labor shall produce vanity. We acknowledge that a joy-filled home is the gift of Your kindness and we thank You for every blessing that You have given to us and our loved ones. The world and its distractions, satan and his wicked scheming and even our selfish old man strive to create jealousies and misunderstanding that would divide and injure rather than seek after forgiveness and patience that unite and heal. We yearn to do what is right and we pray for Your guidance and correction; do not forsake us to our own devices but visit our homes with Your mercy and restore our harmony and peace. Forgive where we have erred and return us to a peaceful common life and love that is pleasing to You. By the strength of Your Spirit, shape us as examples of piety and faithful practice for our families. 

Help us to examine ourselves to see the causes of the difficulty. Take away pride and selfishness from every heart and help each of us to say “Forgive us our sins as we have forgiven those who sin against us.” Teach us to see our wandering and to repent before You; fill us with genuine humility, moving us to confess “I have sinned and I seek reconciliation. Forgive me my wrong.” Fill our hearts with joy again that we are Your children, who trust in You for every blessing of home and family. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For the Unemployed

Dear Father in Heaven, Giver of all good things, I thank You this day that You have given me life and breath, preserving me to this hour. And You know needs and anxieties of all people; I pray You, comfort and strengthen those who are pressed hard by financial difficulties and are stretched thin in spirit and hope within their families.

From Your Word I know that work is the gift You have given mankind, to exercise dominion over creation, so that Your work may continue through our own joy-filled labors. Yet many find no work for their hands and minds; they are troubled by their circumstances. Do not turn away from them but look with kindness upon their distress. Keep them from discouragement and bitterness. Grant to our leaders wisdom and prudence in their decisions so that many may partake of daily bread with peace and joy. Help me to say with bold confidence my food and every part of my daily life depends on You. In that knowledge and in that faith let me act in compassion and kindness toward others who lack and strive to serve but find no opportunity. Enable us to do good to all people, especially to our brothers and sisters in Christ. Through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

Sunday Preparation

Oculi, The Third Sunday in Lent

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 555 (vv1-5), “Salvation unto Us Has Come”
Sermon Hymn: LSB 555 (vv6-10), “Salvation unto Us Has Come”
Distribution Hymn: 
LSB 631, “Here, O My Lord, I Thee Face to Face”

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 8:16-24

16Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt.’” 17And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. 18The magicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So there were gnats on man and beast. 19Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. 

20Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 21Or else, if you will not let My people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants and your people, and into your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand. 22But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where My people dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I am the Lord in the midst of the earth. 23Thus I will put a division between My people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen.” ‘“24And the Lord did so. There came great swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh and into his servants’ houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt the land was ruined by the swarms of flies. 

· For what purpose had the Lord sent the plagues?

· For what purpose might the Lord send catastrophe today?

Epistle, Ephesians 5:1-10

1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 

· How to children learn to imitate their father? How, then, shall we learn to imitate our Father in Heaven?

· How does that imitation reveal itself in the conduct of the body?

Holy Gospel, Luke 11:14-28

14Now He was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 15But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 16while others, to test Him, kept seeking from Him a sign from heaven. 17But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 23Whoever is not with Me is against Me, and whoever does not gather with Me scatters. 

24When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 

27As He said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts at which You nursed!” 28But He said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

· Well known from the Gettysburg Address and the Scriptures, we hope, is a divided household falls. Our Lord’s mission was not to separate and divide the creation of God; He was to heal and restore, bring unity and harmony to all of creation. How did He establish this?

· How do we partake of that unity and harmony?

Announcements

Sun, 3/15

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tue, 3/17

· No Matins, Pastors’ Conference at St. Paul, Mountain View
· 7:30 p.m., Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting
Wed, 3/18

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: The Council of Ephesus

· 12 & 7 p.m.
Lenten Services
· 1 & 6 p.m., Soup Meal

Thu, 3/19

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir
· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir
Sat, 3/21

· LWML Spring Rally at Grace, 9:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.

Sun, 3/22, Laetare, 4th Sunday in Lent

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Exodus 16:2-30; Galatians 4:21-31; John 6:1-15)
Sun, 3/29

· after 2nd service, Voter’s Assembly Meeting
Sat, 4/4

· 9:00 a.m., Work Day to prepare the facilities for Easter

God’s Stewards. Among the gifts that we have been given to adminster the Gospel stands as the foremost. We are filled with joy for His inexpressible gift (2 Corinthians 9:15). The Church’s stewardship responsibility is unfolded in Matthew 28:18-20, where the disciples were sent forth as stewards of the mysteries of Christ. The Gospel must not be treated as dead capital, uncirculated; circulation among the nations is of the essence of His talent. This talent of the Lord Himself is for passing on to another; it must be increased.

Missions. Trinity is linked to Hong Kong, where GEO missionary Josh Lange serves. He writes, “In January, I joined a group of volunteers from several Hong Kong churches (including Church of All Nations) to help out with missionary Carol Halter’s Street Sleeper Party. Carol befriends, visits, and shows love to many of Hong Kong’s homeless people (or ‘street sleepers’), and every year, she organizes volunteers and throws a party for them! This year, the venue was Concordia Lutheran School, one of The Lutheran Church—Hong Kong Synod schools. Each of the 50-plus street sleepers was given a big bag full of candies and snacks, an even bigger bag full of clothes (which they picked out themselves), a new sweat suit, and a delicious meal. In addition to caring for physical needs, the event also provided some spiritual nourishment, in the form of Christmas songs and a Cantonese-language worship service.”

Speaking the Faith in Everyday Life. On Saturday, March 21, the Lutheran Women in Mission – Spring Rally will be held at Grace Lutheran Church, 2825 Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo. The Bible Leader is The Rev. Charles Froh of Grace, San Mateo and the Guest Speaker is Janet Malzahn of Trinity, Palo Alto. Registration fee is $10/person. Offering Donation/Ingathering: bring a $5 to $25 gift card from Target, Wal-Mart, Sears, Walgreens, Bed Bath & Beyond or local grocery store. Monetary donations will be accepted and used to purchase additional gift cards. 

Please BYOL & B (Bring your own lunch & Bible). Childcare will be offered. RSVP if you plan to attend, inc. childcare needs, by March 14 to Charis Bennett, 650-347-1870 or charisbennett@mac.com

Hotel de Zink and Urban Ministry. On Wednesdays we gather for a common meal, supporting and being supported by each other. For those whose meals are less common and often have few to support them, have you considered a donation to the Food Closet or Hotel de Zink? To support the Food Closet and Hotel de Zink, bring to our meals either canned goods or an offering (designated for Hotel de Zink) from skipping a meal.
Lenten Weekday Services: Lenten services will be held at Noon & 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, March 18, 25 & April 1. A Soup Lunch will follow the Noon service &, at 6:00 p.m., a Soup Supper will precede the 7:00 p.m. 

Coffee Hour: There are many opportunities to host the Coffee Hour; if you which to host please sign up on the chart in the Parish Hall or see Norma Hesterman. The Church Council will reimburse you up to $25.00. Submit receipt to Burt Endsley.
Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 8:16-24

· For what purpose had the Lord sent the plagues? He was demonstrating His power over the gods of enemy, revealing that He alone is God. He called the Egyptians to repent of their ways and showed to His people that He has the power to deliver them from the reign of slavery in Egypt.
· For what purpose might the Lord send catastrophe today? He reveals that hope in the fleeting treasures of this world brings loss and sorrow. He calls all to repent, and would have all turned to Christ, who endured His own loss by trust in the Father, who showed His power to conquer even death in the Lord’s resurrection.

Epistle, Ephesians 5:1-10

· How to children learn to imitate their father? How, then, shall we learn to imitate our Father in Heaven? Children must be taught by their father’s conduct and words; they must be with him and he must be with them. Our imitation grows by hearing our Father’s words and observing His acts in the Scriptures – by that He reveals how He is Father to us.

· How does that imitation reveal itself in the conduct of the body? He is holy and gave the body for His purposes, to show that He gives life to and through the body. That which subverts His design and counters His purpose is not imitation but rebellion and chaos, denying how God has revealed Himself and what His word demands.

Holy Gospel, Luke 11:14-28

· Well known from the Gettysburg Address and the Scriptures, we hope, is a divided household falls. Our Lord’s mission was not to separate and divide the creation of God; He was to heal and restore, bring unity and harmony to all of creation. How did He establish this? Our Lord alone was the obedient Son, manifesting the true relationship between God and man – no division but perfect unity and harmony – Jesus always heard the Father and obeyed the Father, even to His death.

· How do we partake of that unity and harmony? We hear the Father’s word and rejoice in that. Without His promise – poured on us in the water and Spirit of Holy Baptism – we are divided, but with His promise we are one Body, confessing the one Lord, one baptism, one Spirit, one Father. Our unity is always present, for the Church is by nature one in Christ. We strive to live in harmony in the Church, to show what God has done in Christ. See also Philippians 2:1-11.
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